Activity 1:	Discovering the formula for finding the area of rectangles





	Construct a rectangle on the geoboard.  Count the number of square units inside the rectangle to determine the area.  Determine the relationship between the dimensions of the rectangle and its area.  Repeat with several other rectangles.





	1.	Sketch:















































	2.	Observations:















































	3.	Explain, in words using complete sentences, how to find the area of any rectangle.

















�
Activity 2:	Using a geoboard to discover the formula for finding the area of squares





	Construct a square on the geoboard.  Count the number of square units inside the square to determine the area.  Determine the relationship between the dimensions of the square and its area.  Repeat with several other squares.





	1.	Sketch:















































	2.	Observations:















































	3.	Explain, in words using complete sentences, how to find the area of any square.  What is the connection between your observations in this activity and your conclusions about areas of rectangles?














�
Activity 3:	Using a geoboard to discover the formula for finding the area of parallelograms





	Construct a parallelogram on the geoboard.  Construct an altitude of the parallelogram.  Superimpose over the parallelogram a rectangle whose length is congruent to and coincides with the base of the parallelogram and whose width is congruent to the altitude of the parallelogram.





	1.	Determine and explain the relationship between the area of the parallelogram and the area of the rectangle.





























		Repeat with several other parallelograms.





	2.	Sketch:






































	3.	Observations:



































	4.	Explain how to find the area of any parallelogram.





























Page � PAGE �3�











Area using the Geoboard











