Library Resources for Distance Education

This page is designed for students taking USCS courses from remote locations (via interactive television, closed circuit television, or at the University Center of Greenville) and is designed to describe and link to library services and materials available to you. 

ACCESS TO U.S.C.A.N. (UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA ACCESS NETWORK) 

This computerized "card catalog" will provide access to the catalogs (books, videos, and a listing of journals to which each library subscribes) of the USC libraries (7 campuses, including the main campus in Columbia and the state's medical libraries).

Access to U.S.C.A.N. is available at all the USC libraries (including USC Sumter) at the University Center of Greenville, and, if you have access to the internet) 


For access to U.S.C.A.N. via the internet, go to:

http://www.uscs.edu/~library/uscan.htm.   and click on USCAN

Once you are at the USCAN catalog be sure to note in which catalog you are set.  The default is "USC all campuses," listed on the upper right of the screen and this means your search will be global, and you will find materials at all of the USC libraries.  However, if you prefer to change the setting to one library or another, type (on the command line) set cat, and then the abbreviation for that particular library.  For example, set cat spart searches only the USCS catalog.  Or, set cat tcl searches only the USC Columbia catalog.  A list of abbreviations for the various libraries is found by typing set cat and then hitting return.

If you would like to limit your search to only videos, you must search in the keyword mode of searching and use videorecording as one of your keywords. 

For example,

k=videorecording and early childhood 

When searching in the keyword mode never use stop words because if they are used you will automatically be told there are no holdings for your search.  Stop words are small commonly used words and include:

a
as
by
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no
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they
was

about
at
do
if
not*
such
this
were

all
be
each
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of
than
to
what

an
been
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into
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that
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both
from
is
or*
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will

are
but
has
its
same*
these
using
with*

*These are always interpreted by USCAN as operators.

ACCESS TO ELECTRONIC INDEXES TO JOURNAL, MAGAZINE AND NEWSPAPER ARTICLES

If you have access to the internet, you can access a variety of indexes to journal, magazine and newspaper articles.  You must have your student i.d. number to access these electronic indexes (often called databases).

 Normally, your USCS student i.d. number is composed of 3, followed by your social security number, followed by either 00, 01, 02,03,or 04.

For example:  325245342101 (no spaces are entered)

There are two groups of electronic indexes (or databases) available to you.  First are the OSCAR databases and second are the DISCUS databases.  There are ten OSCAR databases from which to choose and there are 4 DISCUS databases from which to choose.  Of the ten OSCAR databases, there are five that have some fulltext for the articles cited.  These are ABI Inform, Periodical Abstracts, CINAHL (Cumulative Index to Nursing and Allied Health Literature), the Nursing Collection and Medline.  It is ABI Inform and Periodical Abstracts which have the most fulltext.  DISCUS's four databses all have siginificant amounts of fulltext.  Read the information available about the database to see what is covered on the database.

The internet addresses for these groups of databases are:

OSCAR databases:  http://www.uscs.edu/ovidweb/ovidweb.cgi
DISCUS databases:  http://infotrac.galegroup.com/itweb/uscspart_lib 
REQUEST DELIVERY OF BOOKS, JOURNAL, NEWSPAPER AND MAGAZINE ARTICLES TO YOUR HOME

If you are at a remote location and need a books or articles that are not available there but are available at the USC Spartanburg Library, you may email a request to our library for the material to be sent to you.  You may request books and articles that we don't own, as well;  we will find a library that has the material and mail it to you.  We pay the mailing postage to your home and you pay the return postage.

Send your email request to:   libcir@gw.uscs.edu
Include in your message: 

1.  your name



2.  your USCS i.d. number



3.  your status (USCS/USC Sumter Education program)

4. your social security number

5. your phone number

EMAIL ACCOUNT INFORMATION

Consider signing up for a FREE email account through one of  providers on the internet.  Your account would then be available to you at any computer where you have access to the internet.

With an email account you can communicate quickly with your instructor and with the librarians.

Free email accounts are available at:  

Http://www.hotbot.com
http://www.yahoo.com
(click on email)

ASK A LIBRARIAN SERVICE

This service is available to you from the USCS library homepage:

http://www.uscs.edu (then click on library services, then click on library services, then click on Ask a Librarian)

You may write to the librarians and ask for answers to brief questions, get a start on a search strategy or to find out why you are having problems accessing library resources from your computer.

NML 4-00

