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Enter the tropics:
Kakadu, a World
Heritage Park of
abundant
wildlife.

A croc swims toward the boat.
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^^This croc has in its jaws a Barramundi fish of at least 20 pounds (follow line to the fish). The croc
has taken it toward the bank to pitch and catch again in order to break it up enough to eat.

^^The bloodly mass of the fish hangs from its jaws.

<<More
peace-
ful
scenes.
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^^This sign, in a nearby park, warns of the
danger of crocs and the efforts being made
to keep them out of swimming areas. Crocs
kill more people than snakes.
>>This sign asks people to protect the croc
eggs.

<<To  attract a female the male bower
bird builds this nest and decorates the
entrance with bits of styrofoam, bottle
tops, ribbons, etc. Biologists have
learned that the females select the better
nests. When a female tries out the nest,
the male does an elaborate display in
hopes she will signal him to be her mate
by a nod of her head.

^^Anhinga drying
wings
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Ubirr: site of 20,000 years of aboriginal art

<<X-ray art
style in which
the artist drew
the inside of the
fish as well as
the outside. The
liver was prized
eating.

<<Person with a disease that causes swollen joints. They believed
that the disease stemmed from disturbing sacred sites.
Below: In this area of rich coastal plains, there was enough leisure
to produce much art. Here, the artist could rest in the shade of a
high  rock overhang and look out for any trouble.
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The aborigine descendents
of the artists of Urbirr have not
fared well, and rarely participate in
the tourism profits from the empha-
sis on their heritage. Here, a group
sits on the median of a street. They
walk in malls like black shadows of
poverty.

The statistics tell a sad story,
similar to that of our Native Ameri-
cans: most wiped out in the 1800s
by European diseases.

Today, they live 20 years
less than the whites and have 6
times the unemployment rate, and
exhibit a high rate of alcoholism. As
for their integration into the
economy, we saw no aborigine
working as a clerk in a store, other
than a rare case in a souvenir shop
or gallery–much like the South of
the 50’s for African-Americans.
They became Australian citizens in
1971 and are 2% of the population.

By virtue of a 1992 court
decision, they are reclaiming land
and now own and have control over
some of the most famous national
parks.

The Aborigines: The World’s oldest continuous culture, 40-50000 years
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Snorkeling the Great Barrier Reef

The reef, said to be the world’s largest living thing, runs 1000 miles along the northeast coast, a few
miles offshore. While impressive, casual snorkelers do not see the brilliant colors of the Florida Keys
or the Bahamas because the Aussies limit the areas that the tourist boats can use. These boats dump
400 people each day on a reef and that amount of activity in a small area dims the coral but, wisely,
protects the reef.

A semisubmersed boat allows those who do not snorkel to see some of the reef.
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Living in the wet-dry of the North and of the tropics

Many dangers exist on the topical coast, e.g., deadly jelly fish.  Near estuaries, crocs make walking
near the shore dangerous; they can lie in very shallow water and spring up to nab you. There are
also sharks in some areas. The white-sand offshore islands are safe except for the sharks in some
areas. Temperate coastal areas do not experience these dangers, except for shark-infested stretches.

^^This “Queenslander”  style house is on pilings to provide breezes and to reduce termites and
snakes.
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Fraser Island: the world’s largest rainforest sa nd island

^^Fraser Island is reached by a 30-minute
boat ride. Once on the island, these 4-
wheel drive buses grind and bump
through sand ruts a foot deep, giving an
exciting ride to 30+ passengers.

Once exploited for its lumber, the
island is now a protected area. Even sand
for construction purposes must be im-
ported.

                                        >>A dingo pup.

^^Staghorn fern on hoop pine. Another
tree, unique to this island, the satiny,
absorbs sand into its system, making it
impervious to marine deterioration.
Satiny pilings line the Suez Canal.

<<From a plane, the coast of the
island, with sandblow fingers over
the rainforest. While it’s great to
swim in the clear lakes of this
island, sharks inhabit the ocean
here.
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<<Another view
from the air, this
time of the lakes
of Fraser Island.
These form in
low places from
the adundant
rain, filtering
through the
dunes.

<<This picture of a stream illustrates the
clarity of the water. It’s so pure that you can
drink it.

^^A flower on Fraser Island.
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Sydney, home to a fifth of Australia’s 20 million citizens

The sails or shells of the famous opera house. When the design was selected, the architect had no
idea how to construct this daring design. Estimated to cost 4 million and to take 4 years to build, it
took 16 years and 112 million and was financed speedily by an opera house lottery.
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^^A reminder of Australia’s settlement by convicts:
Prisoners slept in hammocks like these. They were
sent here about the time of the American Revolution,
which closed off shipping convicts to America.
>>A park where workers eat lunch is in sight of
Sydney skyscrapers.


