                     CHEMISTRY 101     FUNDAMENTAL CHEMISTRY     Spring 2008
Lecture:  Tuesday/Thursday from 9:25-10:40 am, Smith 413













Instructor:  Ms. Alice Claggett
 

Office Hours:  Mon 11:30-12:30, Tue 11:30-12:30, Wed 9:00-11:00 am and 12:30-1:30
                      


                (other times by appointment or just stop by!)
Office:  Smith 414

Phone:  503-5712 (USCS), 574-5583 (home, before 10 pm)

E-mail:  aclaggett@uscupstate.edu
Website:  http://faculty.uscupstate.edu/aclaggett/



INTRODUCTION






    This course is designed for students who want a background in the ideas and language of chemistry and the molecular processes of life.  No prior chemistry courses in high school or college are expected or required for Chemistry 101.  A math level equivalent to high school algebra is assumed. 

    This is the ideal science course for those majoring in business, education, math, the social sciences, and humanities. Clean air, clean water, an environment free of toxic pollution, nutrition and good health, safe and effective drugs, safe and abundant energy sources, wonderful new synthetic materials - we want and need all of these things and they all require a knowledge of chemistry.  We can't rely solely on our politicians, government officials, business leaders, "captains of industry", and so-called experts in a variety of scientific areas to always make the right decisions for us regarding these vital issues.  Too often these individuals and groups have their own agendas.  
    A scientifically literate population is crucial for the environmental and economic health of our country and for the quality of life that we all want to continue to enjoy!  In addition, science literacy enlightens and enables people to make informed choices; to be skeptical; to reject shams, quackery, unproven conjecture, and to avoid being bamboozled into making foolish decisions. Upon graduation from college you should expect to be among the "scientifically literate." This course will help you to achieve that goal.

       Chemistry 101 basically covers in a semester what a high school chemistry course covers in a year: atoms and molecules, structure, bonding, chemical reactions, solids, liquids, gases, solutions, chemical equilibrium and acids/bases. Plan to spend at least 2 hours studying chemistry for each hour that you spend in class!
Materials:


1. Textbook: Introductory Chemistry, 3rd Edition, by Steve Russo and Mike Silver.  It is mandatory that  

    you buy the book (you need a personal copy).    

2. Laboratory manual: Chemistry 101 Lab Manual by Alice R. Claggett

Grading:
4 Lecture Tests
(3 chapters each)



40%



Quizzes, homework (I’ll drop the 2 lowest grades)

15%



Final Exam (Cumulative)




20%



Laboratory (reports and quizzes)



20%



Journal







  5%









            100%
You will receive a “Record of Grades” sheet. You must record every grade on that sheet immediately. Save all of your graded work until after you have received your final grade in the course in case you have a question about your grade.

“Grade Calculator” on the course website – Give it a try! 
The grading scale is as follows:   

A = 100-90, B + = 89-87, B = 86-80, C+ = 79-77, C = 76-70, D+ = 69-67, D = 66-60,                                              F = 59 and below.

Attendance: Roll will be taken in lecture. You will be allowed 3 absences with no questions asked.  Do not bring a doctor’s note or any kind of excuse.  This should take care of any emergencies that may arise. Being tardy or leaving early twice counts as 1 absence. Don’t schedule doctor or dentist appointments during class times. Do not schedule meetings with your advisor nor plan to register for classes on VIP during class times. Come on time and do not leave early. 4 or 5 absences will result in a 2 point lowering of your final grade; 6 or more absences will result in a 4 point lowering of your final grade. 
Quizzes:  Quizzes may be given at any time during lecture or recitation on material that has already been discussed in lecture. There will not be any opportunity to make up in-class work or quizzes that were missed due to absenteeism or tardiness.
Recitation: Recitation is an opportunity for you to ask questions about lab or lecture, work problems on the board, go over homework problems, etc. Quizzes may be given in recitation and there will not be any opportunity to make up quizzes that are missed. Attendance in recitation is very important.

Tests: Tests will be given during recitation. On test days attendance at exams is mandatory.  If your own serious ill health or a death in your immediate family causes you to miss a test you must contact me no later than the following day and present a written excuse, which can be verified, from a medical doctor or funeral director. 
Make-up Policy:  If you miss an exam and have fulfilled the above criteria of timely notification and a written excuse you will be permitted to make-up the exam as soon as you return to campus but not later than 6 days after the scheduled exam date.  There will be no opportunity to make-up any quizzes or in-class work that may have been missed. 

Peer Assistance:  After the first test I hope to set up a program whereby some of the top A students in the class (determined by grades in lab and lecture, participation and attendance in lecture and recitation, and other criteria) will be available as "study helpers" to assist other students in the class for 2 hours per week outside of the classroom.  In return, peer study helpers will not have to take the final exam if:  1.) they maintain an A average (90 and above) going into the final and 2.) they have made themselves available to help other students 2 hours per week throughout the remainder of the semester. If a peer study helper drops to a B+ average (87-89) going into the final, he or she will have the option of taking the final to improve to an A, but the final will not be allowed to lower his or her grade.  If a peer study helper's grade drops to an 86 (B) or below, the student will be obliged to take the final exam, accepting whatever grade is earned on the final, regardless of the number of hours put in as a peer study helper during the semester.

       All other students in the class are encouraged to study with these peer helpers - times, dates, and places will be posted.  In the case of students who are having serious difficulties in the course, I reserve the right to insist that they work with the peer study helpers on a weekly basis if necessary.  In return for this added effort, these struggling students will have a better chance of earning a passing grade in Chem 101, which is, after all, everyone's goal!!

This is a tentative syllabus and the instructor reserves the right to make changes as necessary. 

Students with disabilities must notify me of special needs within the first two weeks of class.
Your grade on everything in the course is to be based on your own work. Cheating in any form is a violation of the honor code (available in the student handbook), and will be reported to the Dean of Students. A first offense will result in a zero for the exercise/test. If the offense is not the first (whether in this class or another) the consequence will likely be more severe, including possible failure for the course.
